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ABSTRACT 



This final report describes the activities of Project Search 
(Selection Enrichment and Acceleration of Rural Children) , a project funded 
by a federal Javits grant to address the identification of young gifted and 
talented students from underrepresented populations and to develop a model 
for providing appropriate services for young, potentially gifted children. 

The project focused on three pilot school sites in rural areas of the 
Charleston County School District in South Carolina. All three school served 
a majority of African American children. The project began with kindergarten 
classrooms and then added second and third grade classrooms . By the end of 
the project, staff directly affected more than 450 students and 26 teachers 
and principals. Assessment instruments were used to evaluate students' 
intelligence, academics, creativity, and social leadership; student 
portfolios were also used for identification of the top 10-15 percent of 
students. The project developed an inclusive classroom model for nurturing 
giftedness that involved curriculum development and teacher training. 
Classroom strategies included higher level questioning and dialog, open-ended 
and project-based assignments, varied materials and hands-on activities with 
students, and opportunities for self -directed activities. The report includes 
the final dissemination packet on promising practices, information about 
assessment instruments, and an evaluation. (CR) 
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Overview and Goals 



The primaiy purposes of this project were two: 

• to devise an identification method for students underrepresented in gifted and talented 
programs; and 

• to develop an inclusive model which uses gifted and talented methods and materials 
with all students for the regular classroom setting. 



Highlights include: 

□ early identification 

□ inclusive programming for gifted children 

□ use of gifted and talented strategies with ALL students 

Q a focus on rural South Carolina schools and their students 



LESSONS LEARNED; 



I School-wide involvement is essential to change teacher practice. Schoolwide culture shapes 
the classroom environment. 



^ Teachers ar ^ working at different developmental levels and must be met where they are. 

• Identifying academic potential early is difficult and must be ongoing, using multiple 
assessments. There is no substitute for personal, one-on-one screening. 



• Teachers have had taken many education courses, have participated in numerous workshops 
and seminars, but they often fall back on instructional habits that they have used for years, 
those habits that feel most comfortable, least risky. A supportive environment that encourages 
innovative instruction is key. 6 



• Teachers’ fear of failure is an obstacle for experimenting with innovative instruction. Strong 
support must be in place if the teacher is to step into "uncomfortable territoiy" of new and 
innovative teaching strategies. Instructional methods that allow the teacher to be "in charge" 
are the "safest," and this need for "safety" impacts on changing instructional practice. 







I Time to prepare and reflect on practice is essential. 



Project SEARCH 



Curriculum^ 
Developmera^liiiiii 

. • .'four major 
• ^materials : acquisition 
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T eacher Training 

• summer institutes 

• workshops /professional meetings 

• ongoing conferences 

• whole group meetings 

• classroom demonstrations 



Identification 



-► 



Ravens Coloured Progressive 
Matrices 

Thinking Creatively in Action 
and Movement 
Teacher Assessment 
Peer Nomination 





Classroom Practice 

• higher level questions and 
■ /'' dialogue 

• open-ended and/or project- ! 
based assignments 

• use of varied materials 

• hands on activities 
self-directed activity 
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Selection, Enrichment, and Acceleration of Rural Children 

Project SEARCH, a three-year collaboration among the SC Department of Education, the College of 
Charleston, and Charleston County School District, was funded by the Jacob K. Javits Gifted and 
Talented Students Education Act, Grant No. 84.206A. 
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Core Processes 



One of the major goals of Project SEARCH was the Identification of 

underrepresented gifted students in rural schools. The following nontraditional methods were 
used to increase the number of identified gifted: 



■ Ravens Coloured Progressive Matrix is made up of nonverbal items that measure 
problem solving ability by asking the subject to match designs into matrices. The Raven's tests 
were developed to assess abilities that involve such skills as making sense out of confusion, 
developing new insights, seeing connections, mastering and recalling. It was chosen because of 
its nonverbal nature and because it tests skills that are not taught, but developed. This 
Instrument was particularly effective In identifying gifted children In this population. 

It is also used effectively in the identification of gifted ESL students. 



■ Teacher Assessment of Student's Potential, a teacher checklist, developed by Dr. 
Lauren Orth, was correlated with the lists of indicators of giftedness generated by Project 
SEARCH teachers and advisory board members. This instrument identified children who 
were strong in school abilities. 



■ Thinking Creatively in Action and Movement, by E. Paul Torrance, is designed 
to measure some of the ways that children use their creative thinking abilities, and is 
particularly appropriate for young children. It has four activities that allow children to show 
their responses either verbally or by movement. It scores fluency of ideas, the child's ability to 
imagine himself/ herself in an assigned role, and originality of responses. This instrument 
worked well in identifying children who had creative strengths. 



I Peer Nomination Interview allowed for student input in the identification process 
and was taken from the work done by Nancy H. Hensel (1991) on identifying social leadership 
skills in young children. 

A bibliography of assessment materials is included in this packet. 
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Core Processes 



The other major Project goal was to develop an inclusive model for the regular classroom setting 

to nurture the students' potential giftedness through Classroom Practice. 

Through the SUPPORT PROCESSES of Curriculum Development and Teacher Training, 

successful strategies to be noted were the use, with all children, of 

✓ Higher level questioning and dialogue 

✓ Open-ended and/or project-based assignments 

✓ Use of varied materials 

✓ Hands on activities 



✓ Self-directed activity 



Support Processes 



The most promising practices in Curriculum Development include: 

♦ A curriculum designed for kindergarten, first, and second grade regular classrooms that 
has four major focuses based on the characteristics of gifted and talented children: 

• seeing unusual and diverse analogies and relationships 

• task commitment 

• celebrating unusual and diverse interests 

• creativity 

The curriculum design has its basis in the methods used to identify potentially gifted 
students in this population. A sample is included in this packet . 

♦ Project staff used materials appropriate for gifted and talented in Project SEARCH 
classes with all children. From the successes, a Bibliography of Culturally Appropriate 
Books for Young, Rural African American Children and a list of Educational Resources 
Used to Accelerate and Enrich Learning in SEARCH Classrooms were developed and are 
included in this packet. 



+ Portfolios of work samples from learning activities done across project classes worked 

well in identifying the talents and exceptional abilities of the students in Project 
SEARCH schools and is a promising practice for identifying gifted students in rural 
schools. 
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Samples of Pilot Curriculum 

Project SEARCH 

focuses on: TASK COMMITMENT 



TITLE 


PROJECT TEACHER 
FACILITATED ACTIVITY/IES 


PORTFOLIO 

ITEMS 


SUGGESTED 

FOLLOW-UPS 


The Mysterious 
Gold & Purple Box 
All 


Oiscussion & demonstration with miscel- 
laneous boxes chosen by each child 
and described in three sentences a$ 
facilitator records. 


Picture of Ima- 
ginary box on 
Portfolio enve- 
lope. Blue book 
description. 


Horton Hatches the Egg 


Sophie's Role 
K 


Students will compare, count, divide 
prepared cookies, then take a role, 
design and prepare cookies while 
creating a book Coofid« Dot 


Cookie design book, 
phot os /video 
blue book descrip- 
tions. 


Alligator Cookies; 
Miscellaneous items 
In a box to demon- 
strate advantage of 
team work. 


/ Want a Dog 
1 


Discuss ways in which a Go-Go bat- 
tery powered dog, realistic stuffed 
animal dog and the roller skate with 
a leash are alike and different than 
a real dog. Role play with each. Dis- - 
cuss main character's various solutions 
to the problem of wanting something she 
could not have. 


Video, imaginary 
pet pictures and 
persuasive letter 
written In blue book. 


Books on pets from the 
school library. 


Galimoto 

l 


Oiscussion of creative vision & 
found or recycled objects. Challenge 
the children to think of many, varied 


Wire sculpture & 
explanation in 
blue book 


Alexander Calder 
picture book 



and unusual things they can make from 
telephone wire. 



Project SEARCH 

focuses on: CELEBRATING UNUSUAL AND DIUERSE 

INTERESTS 



TITLE 



PROJECT TEACHER PORTFOLIO 

FACILITATED ACTIVITY/IES ITEMS 



SUGGESTED 

FOLLOW-UPS 



Josephine the 
Great Collector 
ALL 



Discussion followed by collecting v.*s!k/s 

using measuring and observing devices. 
Class creates siding for a cardboard class 
collection box. Emphasize individuality 
of each contribution and the way an ex- 
pert has to search and observe. Children 
will organize individual baskets of shells 
and give explanation of their method, then 
classify, count, compare, evaluate and 
choose one to keep. Browse books on 
collecting. 



Photos: video* 

Drawing of indivi- 
dual collection (real, 
imagined or 
planned). 



Brenda's Buttons 
K 



Discussion of patterns and sorting. 
Children will create pattern 
necklaces. 



Student designed 
pattern art with 
stickers. 



Sylvester and the 
Magic Pebble 
1 



Discussion of creative powers. 
Children will estimate how many 
beads it will take them to cover a 
grid. Beads will be ironed 
to create "magic medallions." 



Drawings of 
actual medallions 
and stories to 
explain their 
powers. 



Counting on Frank; Talking Rocks simulation followed by 
everybody Needs a discussion of early man’s first 
Bock Z recorded "messages." 



Video; pictograph 
letter in blue book. 



Media Center 
books. 
Teacher 
can share 
her own 
hobbies. 



Bead box 
provided for 
each class. 



Estimating 
with beads. 



Egyptology 
books and kits. 
Map making. 



1 
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Samples of Pilot Curriculum 

Project SEARCH 

focuses on: CREATIVITY 



TITLE 



PROJECT TEACHER PORTFOLIO 

FACILITATED ACTIVITY/IES ITEMS 



SUGGESTED 

FOLLOW-UPS 



Cherries and 
Cherry Pits 
ALL 



it Didn’t Frighten 
Me 

K 



Sylvester and 
the Magic Pebble 
1 

Harold and the 
Purple Crayon 
(and other nota- 
ble picture 
books,) 

2 



Discussion of personal stories and indi- 
viduality. Project teacher will share 
a character in role play. Class will 
then draw the character on a large 
chart paper with individual students 
drawing the particular feature or 
detail they remember best 

Discussion of things feared, both 
real and imagined, recording ideas in 
two columns on a chart paper. 

Continuation from previous lesson. 



Discussion of differences between 
picture books and "chapter books," 
emphasizing the important elements 
of each. Students will browse & share 
a number of classic picture books and 
then share their ideas. 



Drawings and Amazing Grace 

written descrip- 
tions of student 
created 
characters. 



Student books on Dance Away 
scary things 
imaginary and 
real. 



Student made Students will need 

picture books. additional class time 

to work on books. 



Project SEARCH 

focuses on: SEEING UNUSUAL AND DIVERSE ANALOGIES 
AND RELATIONSHIPS 



TITLE 



PROJECT TEACHER PORTFOLIO 

FACILITATED ACTIVfTY/IES ITEMS 



SUGGESTED 

FOLLOW-UPS 



The Turn About, 
Think About, Look 
About Book 
All 



Discussion of shapes in textiles, rugs, 
flags, etc Students invited to choose 
favorite shapes from a collection of 
manipulatives, tessellate them, then 
create a design. Browse books on 
flags and emblems. 



Personal "flag" 
design with 
explanation in 
blue book. 



Students may create 
additional shapes 
pictures. Shapes 
Bingo 



It Looked Like 
Spilt Milk 
K 



Students will observe shapes created Individual torn 

in milk spilled In their own plastic paper books, 

plates and then create a classroom barv>er 
with tom paper shapes. 



Project SEARCH 
collection of books 
from Metropolitan 
Museum of Art. 



About Shapes; Ten 
Black Dots; The 
Shapes Game; C is 
for Curious. 

1 



Shapes will be passed to each student- 
students will say what they look like to 
them. Teacher will record 
discussion before and after. 



Pictures with 
10 sticker dots 
and explanation 
in blue book. 



m l 5py" 'books; 
Each Peach 
Pear and Plum; 

My Grandmother’s 
Patchwork Quilt. 



Round Trip , Discussion of telling a story in shapes. 

Look the Ultimate Students will volunteer to tell a story 

Spot the Difference orally with a sinqle shape 
Boole Z 



Story in shapes Two Bad Ants, COB, 
with explanation CDC and other similar 
in blue book. format books in Pro- 

ject collection. 



1 
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Project SEARCH 

Educational Resources Used to Accelerate and Enrich Learning in 

SEARCH Classrooms 



Literature and Nonfiction 

Collection of nature books - mainly Us borne and Eyewitness books 
Engel, Dinan. Josephina the Great Collector. 

Williams. Vera. Cherries and Cherry Pits. 

Shaw, Charles. It Looked Like Spilt Milk. 

Jonas, Ann. Round Trip. 

Clement, Rod. Counting on Frank 
Freeman, Eton. A Rainbow of My Own. 

Baylor. Byrd. Everybody Needs a Rock. 

Williams, Karen. Gallmoto. 

Heath, Amy. Sophie's Role. 

Johnson, Crockett. Harold and the Purple Crayon. 

Gardner, Beau. The Turn About, Think About, Look About Book. 
Khalsa, DayaL I Want a Dog. 

Yenawine, Phillip. Shapes. 

Watson, Jane W. The Mysterious Gold and Purple Box. 

Dr. Seuss. Horton Hatches the Egg. 

Steig, William. Sylvester and the Magic Pebble. 

It Didn't Frighten Me. 



Consumables 

felt 

geometric shape stickers 
blue books 
chart tablet paper 
wire 

stickers - varied shapes, sizes & colors 

Manipulatlves 

large parquetry jumbo parquetry 

j^Mdua^skets of shells tesellated beads -medallion 

iwCKCr ^L^crs stuffed animals 

beads-varied sizes, shapes, & materials collections of sea shells 
shape stencils collection of boxes 

Measuring and observing devices - magnifying glasses 

Sources of Sim ulations and Learning Center Activities 

Discover I Series 



Talking Rocks, A Simulation on the Origins of Writing 
by Robert F. Vernon 



Tin Man Press 

PO Box 2 19 

Stan wood, WA 98292 

Simile II 

218 Twelfth Street 
P.O. Box 910 
Del Mar, CA 92014 



Support Processes 



Successful practices in TCQ-ChCF Training involved ongoing, sustained effort 

using a variety of approaches to provide teachers with the opportunity to learn new strategies, 
implement the strategies in their classrooms, reflect on their practice, and engage in dialogue 
with others in similar contexts. Approaches involved teachers in 

▲ the Intensive learning of Slimmer institutes, 

▲ the stimulation of attending Workshops /Professional meetings, 

A Ongoing Conferences with a Master Teacher well-versed in gifted and 
talented methods, 

A the benefits of networking through Whole Group Meetings, and 

A Classroom Demonstrations with a Master Teacher that allowed classroom 

teachers to see in practice, with their students, what they had learned about in 
theory. 



A bibliography of selected books/materials used in training teachers is included in this packet. 
Staff development plans and syllabi available on request. 
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